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EXPERIENCE THE WORLD OF 

BBC DIGITAL SERVICES 

Digital broadcasting technology is about to 
revolutionise the way we watch and the way we listen. 
The BBC is here to act as your guide, as we have with 


every broadcasting innovation for the last 75 years. 


The future of broadcasting is rooted in digital 
technology. That’s why we are committed to bringing 
you the best digital broadcasting can offer, while 
maintaining the standards and quality which you rely on 
the BBC to deliver. 


INTRODUCTION 
Though digital broadcasting has been planned for some 
time, to most people it’s still a new idea. And it can 


seem technical and rather confusing. 


That's why we've put together this information, to 

explain in simple terms exactly what you can expect 

from BBC digital broadcasting on television, radio and 

the Internet. 

So sit back and get ready to enjoy: 

m a wider choice of programmes made to the same high 
standards 

m excellent quality sound 

m interference-free reception for both TV and radio, 
with no picture ‘ghosting’ 

m cinema-style widescreen television 

man information display screen to help you get more 
from your radio programmes 

m online services which allow you to interact with your 


favourite programmes. 


WHY THE BBC IS COMMITTED TO 
DIGITAL BROADCASTING 


Digital technology is the future of broadcasting, and 
when it comes to technological improvements, 

the BBC has always been a pioneer. 

We're proud of our commitment to support new 
talent, enrich national culture, provide impartial 
information and offer education to all. Digital 
broadcasting enables us to extend this commitment by 
providing more services to cater for everyone's special 
interests in greater depth. 

In addition to this core public service role, the BBC has 
a secondary role in developing commerical services 
through BBC WORLDWIDE, whose profits are re-invested 


in developing the BBC's public service activities. 


The digital age is well and truly 
under way. Once you glimpse the 
enormous range of quality services 
BBC digital broadcasting will bring, 


you wont look back. 











WHAT DO YOU NEED? 

Television Equipment 

There are three ways to receive digital television: 

terrestrial (through your rooftop aerial), satellite and 

cable. Whichever way you choose to watch, everyone 
will need to decode the digital signal: 

m to watch terrestrial television, you will need a set top 
box for use with your existing television set and 
aerial; or an integrated television which incorporates 
the decoding technology | 

m to watch satellite television, you will need a set top 
box and a satellite dish 

m to watch cable television, you will need a set top box 


and cable connection. 


Radio Equipment 
To listen to digital radio with excellent sound quality 
and to see the information display accompanying 


programmes, you will need a new digital radio. 


Computer Equipment 
To access the BBC ONLINE Internet services, you'll 
need a personal computer and a modem which 


provides Internet access. 


Before long, you'll start to see set top boxes and 
digital radio equipment being sold by retailers 


across the country. 
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WORLD SERVICE 
BBC World Service 
can be heard live on 


BBC ONLINE Homepage 


We believe our licence payers are entitled to digital 
broadcasting because it enables us to extend the choice 
we offer you. As well as receiving the current range of 
BBC services, vou'll be able to receive additional digital 
services free-to-air. It’s an opportunity were 
welcoming with open arms. 

That's why your licence fee will include the cost of 
watching and listening to BBC ONE, BBC TWO, 

BBC Radios |, 2, 3,4 and 5 Live and your own regional 


and local services, plus a range of exciting new BBC 


digital services including BBC NEWS 24 and BBC CHOICE. 


And there'll be plenty of time to adjust to digital as 
BBC ONE, BBC TWO and BBC Radios | to 5 Live will 
be broadcast simultaneously in analogue (the current 


broadcasting system) and in digital for many years to come. 


If you'd like even more choice and convenience, 
you'll be able to subscribe to extra television services 
being developed by our commercial arm - 

BBC WORLDWIDE - using the vast BBC archive. 
The money we make from these services will be 


re-invested in our public service programming for our 


‘ main channels - so everyone will benefit. 
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WHAT IS 
DIGITAL BROADCASTING? 
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It helps to know a bit about the basics to appreciate 
the benefits of digital technology. Here's a brief outline 
of the difference between current analogue 
broadcasting and the digital broadcasting which will 


over time replace it. 


CURRENT BROADCASTING 

At present, radio and television programmes are 
transmitted in analogue mode. Sound and pictures are 
converted into electric signals which carry the 
information being broadcast. And as television signals 
carry more information than radio signals, they take up 


more space. 





Analogue signal 
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That's how it works 


Analogue broadcasting can only supply a limited 
number of channels, which limits your choice of 
television and radio programmes. The quality of 
analogue broadcasting is also affected by the weather 


and atmospheric conditions. 


With digital broadcasting, much of this changes. 


Digital technology is already used in computers, 
modern telephone systems and CDs, and is used in the 


making of quality television programmes. 


lt works by converting sound and pictures into binary 
digits - that is,a series of ones and noughts. Digital 
signals are more robust than analogue, so can make use 
of parts of the broadcasting spectrum which analogue 
signals cannot. Digital signals can also be compressed, 


which means that more channels can be fitted into a 


smaller space. 


0101010101010101 
040 0101010101010107 
0494910 04010101010101010107 
xod eese 101010101010, 
O9) 0101010101010, 
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DIGITAL TELEVISION 

Television will be a new experience: 

® typically, five digital services will be able to occupy the 
frequency currently occupied by one analogue service, 
which means vou'll have much more choice. So you 
will be able to find what you want whether it’s 
sport, drama, documentaries, music, comedy, science, or 
the arts..... 

= sound will be crystal clear 

m pictures will be pin-sharp and free from ‘interference’ 
and ‘ghosting’ 

m more and more programmes will be transmitted in 
widescreen, so if you have a widescreen television 
you'll be able to enjoy cinema-quality pictures 

в you'll be able to interact with programmes, calling up 
information and ultimately taking part yourself using 


your remote control. 


DIGITAL RADIO 

Radio will be even better: 

m stations will be broadcast with excellent quality sound 

ш reception will be free from interference 

m you'll have more choice as there is space for more 
services - the BBC will be broadcasting extra national 
stations offering more music, news and sport | 

ш you'll be able to read information on your digital 
radio's display panel which will give you extra details 
about the programme yourre listening to 

m there's no need to retune your radio as you drive 


from one part of the country to another. 


ONLINE SERVICES 
The third way to broadcast digitally - along with radio 


and television - is via personal computers linked to the 
Internet. The Internet - which provides a vast web of 
information on every possible subject - is growing so 
quickly that it's only a matter of time before it is an 


integral part of all our lives, just like television. 


The BBC is significantly involved in this major 

development in communications, which is why we have 

developed BBC ONLINE to act as your trusted guide 

to the Internet. As well as helping you find what you 

want quickly and easily, BBC ONLINE: 

m brings you a wide variety of news and education 
services | 

ш enables you to enjoy radio and television programmes 


through dedicated websites 


= provides you with opportunities to learn about 


subjects of interest 


m helps build ‘communities’ where you can discuss 


shared interests with other people around the world. 


Change is happening at an amazing pace. Before 
long, you'll be able to: | 
see and hear what you want, when you want 


take part in programmes live on air. 


The real benefit of BBC digital broadcasting is 

that it offers you a wider choice of top quality 
programmes, so you can have greater control and | 
can personalise your viewing and listening to 


suit yourself. 


With digital, 
the choice really is yours. 
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THE BBC’S GUIDE TO 
HOW YOU CAN RECEIVE DIGITAL TELEVISION 











In recent years, you've been able to receive television 
programmes in one of three ways: 
terrestrially (where signals are sent from land-based 
transmitters to your home) 
via satellite (where signals are sent to a satellite and 
then back down to your home) 
via cable (where signals are passed through a cable 
underground to your home). 


Exactly the same is true of digital broadcasting. 


The important thing to remember is that as part of 
your licence fee you'll be able to receive the BBC 
channels you get today - and our new services - 
whether you choose to watch digital terrestrial, digital 


satellite or digital cable television. 


Whichever way you choose to watch digital television, 
everyone will need to decode the digital signal: 
to watch terrestrial television, you will need a set top 
box for use with your existing television set and 
aerial; or an integrated television which incorporates 
the decoding technology 
to watch satellite television, you will need a set top 
box and a satellite dish 
to watch cable television, you will need a set top box 


and cable connection. 





Digital terrestrial television 
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Digital satellite television 





Digital cable television 
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AKING TELEVISION 


TO A NEW LEVEL 





The 1996 Broadcasting Act allocated “multiplexes”, 
which allow several channels to be transmitted on one 


frequency, to the existing analogue broadcasters: 
The BBC 


Channel 4, ITV and Teletext 
Channel 5 and S4C. 


In December 1997, the Independent Television 
Commission (ITC) awarded the licence for the three 
remaining digital terrestrial multiplexes to: 

Carlton and Granada (together known as British 


Digital Broadcasting or BDB). 


In all, you'll be able to receive up to 30 digital 
terrestrial channels including: 
all the existing free-to-air channels (from 
broadcasters like the BBC and ITV) 
new free-to-air channels (from broadcasters such as 
the BBC and ITV) 
new subscription channels (including 15 from BDB as 


well as Channel 4). 








you will be able to watch services from the BBC, 
including national and regional variations, and from 
ITV, Channel 4, Channel 5 and S4C 

as part of the BBC’s commitment to public service 
broadcasting, you'll also be able to watch new 
channels like BBC NEWS 24 and BBC CHOICE 

(a separate leaflet, Digital Television: More BBC Services 
For Your Licence Fee, has more details) 

BDB and others will offer subscription 


channels which you will pay to view. 


Broadcasting is expected to begin towards the end of 
1998 and will roll out across the country in the 


following months. 


Within the next two years, the vast majority of the 
population will be able to access digital services via 
terrestrial. However, some areas will take longer to link up. 
As with all things digital, reception will either be perfect 
or you wont receive it at all. In most cases, a reasonable 
picture on the existing aerial is a fair guide to successful 


reception of digital terrestrial services. 





British Sky Broadcasting (BSkyB) and others will 
provide digital satellite services in the UK. 
Broadcasting is expected to begin in the summer 
of 1998. 


BSkyB is planning to launch over 100 digital satellite 


channels which will be for subscribers only. 


Eventually, digital satellite will bring you interactive 


services too. 
As part of your licence fee you'll be able to watch 


BBC ONE and BBC TWO, and the BBC’s new free 
channels like BBC NEWS 24 and BBC CHOICE. 


When digital broadcasting begins, virtually anyone in 


the country will be able to receive the satellite signal, 


provided that they have the right equipment. 


a 


Some cable operators are planning to launch digital 


services during 1998. The kind of services you're likely 
to get include both a range of subscription services 
which will feature extra channels offering interactive 
services like home shopping and banking, as well as 


free-to-air channels including the services of the BBC. 
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MAKING THE 
MOST OF BBC TELEVISION 











WHAT IS UKTV? 

The power of digital television will bring an expanded 
range of BBC commercial channels, each with their 
individual theme. UKTV is a joint venture between the 
BBC and Flextech, the companv which broadcasts a 
number of cable and satellite channels. UKTV has 
already launched a number of 'themed' subscription 
channels on analogue cable systems — UK HORIZONS, 
UK STYLE, UK ARENA - as well as UK GOLD, which 
is available on both cable and satellite. These channels 
will be available by subscription on digital systems. A lot 
of the programmes come from the BBC's archive and 
UKTV pays the BBC for the programmes it shows. This 
money is then re-invested in more programmes for the 
licence payer so everyone gains.And the BBC has 
promised that every programme funded by the licence 
fee is first shown on one of its main free-to-air 
channels, before it is sold on to the subscription 


channels. 


UK GOLD 

The BBC's reputation for comedy programmes and 
drama series is unsurpassed around the world. Over 
the years, we have accumulated an enormous archive of 
programmes. UK GOLD broadcasts classic programmes 


you missed first time round. 


UK HORIZONS 
UK HORIZONS features programmes about every 
aspect of the world we live in. People, history, travel, 


adventure and science are all brought to life. 


UK HORIZONS 





UK STYLE 

UK STYLE is all about how you spend your leisure 
time. Homes and antiques, DIY, gardening, travel, 
cookery, interior design......whatever you like to do in 


your spare time. 


UK ARENA 

UK ARENA is Britain’s first dedicated arts and 
entertainment channel, devoted to exploring the best 
of the cultural scene. Reviews, films, music and plays will 
all feature strongly, as will documentary profiles of 


influential figures. 
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: MORE BBC SERVICES 


DIGITAL TELEVISION 


FOR YOUR LICENCE FEE 








Digital broadcasting has enormous potential, and we're 
determined that you'll be able to make the most of it. 
Before long, you'll find you have much more choice 
with the new channels included in your licence fee. 
However, you needn't feel that the transition to digital 
broadcasting is compulsory. If you prefer, you'll still be 
able to watch BBC ONE and BBC TWO in analogue 
(the system we use at present) for many years to 


come, even after digital broadcasting has begun. 


Here's a taste of what's ahead... 

BBC ONE and BBC TWO broadcast digitally. 

You'll continue to receive all the diverse quality 
programmes you know and love from BBC ONE and 
BBC TWO - enjoy the benefit of excellent sound and 
picture quality, with widescreen available across an 


increased range of programming. 


BBC CHOICE will work closely with BBC ONE and 
BBC TWO, enriching the programmes you see there. 


For example, if you have enjoyed a concert on — 
BBC ONE or BBC TWO, you can switch channels to 
BBC CHOICE and watch an interview with the 


performers, and an assessment of their previous work. 


BBC CHOICE also gives you the chance to catch up 
with popular programmes from BBC ONE and 
BBC TWO that you’ve missed during the week. 


There will be regular theme nights too, when 
imaginative combinations of programmes give you the 
chance to get under the skin of particular subjects. 
You'll also find extended coverage of sports and events 


like the Trooping of the Colour. 


Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland will have 
dedicated slots on BBC CHOICE. They will run their 
own programmes including extended live coverage of 
sporting and cultural events, news updates, other new 
programming complementing BBC ONE and 

BBC TWO and programmes from the BBC archive. 















AKING TELEVISION 


TO A NEW LEVEL * 





The good news is that digital technology allows us to 
make programmes in widescreen which appear natural 
to the eye while giving that ‘in on the action’ feeling you 
get at the cinema.A widescreen television will enable 
you to get the best viewing of widescreen programmes. 
Drama is a widescreen priority. For example, 

BBC ONES Casualty will be shown in widescreen from 
autumn 1998. In addition, all major factual programmes, 
many movies and lots of popular favourites like 

Songs of Praise, One Man and His Dog and 

Antiques Roadshow are all in line for the widescreen 
treatment. 

Sporting action is especially appropriate for 

widescreen television and the BBC will eventually be 
broadcasting as much sport as possible in this way. 

So get ready to enjoy more and more cinema-style 


quality viewing from the comfort of your own armchair. 











BBC NEWS 24 brings together the unrivalled local, 
national and international newsgathering resources of 
the BBC to give you news on demand. 

You'll find live and uninterrupted coverage of important 
events as they happen at home and abroad, global 
issues covered in greater depth, the latest news from 
the world of sport, regular business updates to give you 
the news as it hits the City, and an innovative, frequent 
weather service. 

The team of lively presenters and respected BBC 
journalists bring a wealth of experience to a channel 
devoted to in-depth reporting on every story worth 


knowing about. Whether you switch on at 3pm or 3am, 


‚you can be sure you'll find out exactly what's going on - 


BBC NEWS 24 is news when you want it. 

With input from the BBC's regional newsrooms across 
the UK, it also provides a range of stories reflecting 
life across the whole country - a national platform for 
important local stories and a non-metropolitan 
perspective. | 

BBC NEWS 24 is also linked to BBC NEWS ONLINE, 
the most comprehensive public service news site on 
the Internet. 

BBC NEWS 24 is already available in analogue via cable, 
overnight on BBC ONE, and on Saturdays between 
8am and 9am on BBC TVVO. 





BBC LEARNING will be the UK’s first public service 
learning channel. It will support children, parents, 
teachers and everyone interested in learning something 


new or in developing their interests. 


Were especially concerned to help people get to grips 
with computer technology and use it to their 
advantage. BBC LEARNING will link closely to 

BBC ONLINE, and interactive learning is being 
developed to help students participate in discussions 


which will really help them master their subject. 


So whether your fascination is human biology or bird- 
watching, interior design or car maintenance you'll find 
we have something to suit you, and a style that makes 


learning easy and fun. 


Interactive is a particularly exciting aspect of digital 
broadcasting and is full of potential. 

Digital broadcasting provides the opportunity for the 
BBC to offer a new data service.This data service will 
encompass attractive graphics, easy navigation and quick 


access to key areas of interest. 





Personalisation of the service will allow simple and rapid 
access to your favourite areas, and access to the 
Internet looks likely over time. All in all, a revolutionary 


experience in information services. 


Welcome to the wonderful world of the BBC’s free-to- 
air digital services, but remember, we'll still be 
broadcasting in analogue for many years to come. So if 
you don't want to go digital yet, you'll still get all your 
favourite programmes on BBC ONE and BBC TWO, 
but you won't have access to our new services and 


benefit from enhanced pictures and sounds. 
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CLEARING THE WAY 


FOR RADIO’S FUTURE 


HOW DIGITAL RADIO MAKES 
A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE 


Y 


so you might choose to call up an ill 


biography of the guest being interviewed, for e 





CLEARING THE WAY 


FOR RADIO’S FUTURE 


WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT FROM THE BBC 

We carried out lots of research among our listeners to 
find out what you want from BBC Digital Radio. The 
result? Music, sport and news came way out in front. 
That’s why our emphasis will be placed firmly on musical 
choice, current affairs and the best possible coverage of 


all sporting events. 


As well as our existing networks, BBC Radios І, 2, 3, 4 
and 5 Live, there will be new BBC services. At present, 
were test broadcasting: 

BBC RADIO 5 LIVE SPORTS PLUS 

If youre a sports fan, you'll already know and enjoy 
BBC RADIO 5 LIVE. BBC RADIO 5 LIVE SPORTS PLUS 
broadens the scope of sports coverage we can offer you. 
For example, if BBC RADIO 5 LIVE is broadcasting 
commentary of one football match, Sports Plus can carry 
commentary on others, so you can choose which you 


want to follow. 


BBC PARLIAMENT 


from the House of Commons so you can follow the 
debates for yourself. 

BBC XTRA 

Robin Rimbaud takes a whistle-stop four-hour excursion 
around digital radio’s world of tomorrow. What kinds of 
exciting new radio services will we be able to listen to in 


a decade’ time? 






INFORMATION SERVICES - A MAJOR INNOVATION 


A remarkable new development made possible by digital 
technology is the way extra information can add to 


your enjoyment of radio programmes. 


New digital radio sets will have built-in display panels 
which can show facts and figures like telephone contact 


numbers or sports results. 


If you switch on part way through a programme, you'll 
be able to find out what piece of music is playing or 


who is being interviewed just by checking the display. 


Initial BBC UK Digital Radio Coverage 
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the more heavily populated areas of Northern — 


England, central Scotland, South Wales and 


Northern Ireland. 
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BBC ONLINE: YOUR TRUSTED GUIDE 
TO THE INTERNET 








THE BBC AND THE WEB 

The Internet is growing rapidly. Over four million 
people in the UK can access the worldwide web. 

The BBC is already using the Internet to provide a wide 
range of quality information, education and 
entertainment services. Eventually, these types of 


services could be available via your digital television. 


So, it makes sense that the BBC should respond to the 
popularity of the Internet. We'll also help you find your 
way around the Internet, and show you how to make it 


work for you. 


SO WHAT EXACTLY IS BBC ONLINE? 
BBC ONLINE is the overall name for the BBC’s 


Internet services, including news, education and 
entertainment, which you can access with your 


personal computer and Internet access. 


HOW DO I ACCESS THE BBC ONLINE SERVICES? 


Once you're on the Internet there are three easy ways: 

m the obvious way is to go to the BBC Home Page at 
www.bbc.co.uk which acts as a gateway to all 
BBC ONLINE services. The Home Page will guide 
you to the information you're interested in 

п also you can download the BBC Ticker from the 
BBC Home Page, a service comprising live news, 
sport, weather, travel and finance headlines delivered 
to your computer via the Internet. The BBC Ticker 
displays these headlines as scrolling text in a small 
box on your computer screen. You can continue 
working with your computer while the BBC Ticker 


is displayed and can turn it on and off as required 


B via the BBC ONLINE channel. Many new computers 
will be sold with what's known as a ‘fourth generation 
browser’, which has a BBC button to take you 
straight to the BBC ONLINE channel. This can be 
pre-programmed with your preferences, so that it 
automatically delivers the latest information on the 
subjects you are most interested in: it could be news, 


travel, sport or education.....it's up to you. 


TELEVISION AND RADIO WEBSITES 


Individual BBC programmes such as Tomorrow's World, 
for example, have their own websites where you can 
find out more about the themes and issues featured in 
the latest broadcast. We're planning online 
'communities' dedicated to particular programmes and 
interests, where you can discuss your views with others 
who share your interests. You can also use your 
computer to contact presenters or programme 


producers via e-mail. 


EJEA ONLINE 


|| BBC Online Channel 


Organised chaos 
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|| BBC News 
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BBC NEWS ONLINE 


With more than 300 stories covered live every day, 
BBC NEWS ONLINE brings you more stories from 
more places than any other Internet news service. 
Bringing together its unrivalled resources of 2,000 
journalists, 250 specialist correspondents and 50 
bureaux worldwide, BBC NEWS ONLINE provides an 
accurate, comprehensive and reliable news service 
whenever you want it. 

BBC NEWS ONLINE allows us to bring you in-depth 
items of UK and international news as they happen, as 
well as the latest in sport, business and science and 
technology news. It also provides added value to the 
news - the analysis, the background and the ability to 


search our vast archives. 


You'll find it at www.bbc.co.uk/news 
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At BBC EDUCATION ONLINE you'll find a rich mine 
of information supporting BBC EDUCATION 
programmes as well as information on a range of 
interests. It’s the ideal way to find out more about 


something you've always been interested in. 


We place great emphasis on supporting teachers and 
students, providing interactive learning opportunities 
bringing all subjects to life. We'll keep you informed 
about developments in your area of interest, and 

let you know where to find useful facilities in your 


local area. 


You'll find it at www.bbc.co.uk/education 


BBC WORLD SERVICE ONLINE 


The BBC WORLD SERVICE has 143 million listeners 


and broadcasts in 45 languages worldwide. The BBC 
WORLD SERVICE ONLINE is an alternative way to 
access the world's most trusted international 
broadcaster. You'll find back-up information for existing 
radio programmes, plus educational services and English 
language teaching services, bilingual sites and news in 


many different languages. 


BBC WORLD SERVICE ONLINE is a demonstration of 
the global benefits of the Internet. 


You'll find it at www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice 


beeb @THE BBC 

beeb is the BBC’s commercial web entertainment 
service and is a joint venture between the BBC and 
ICL/Fujitsu. beeb doesn’t use a penny of the licence 
fee. It is funded by our partners - like the BBC’s 
other joint ventures - and aims to generate profits 


through advertising. 


beeb brings familiar BBC personalities and 
programmes to the Internet and allows you to 
explore a wide range of webzines (Internet 
magazines) based on specific programmes like 
Top Gear. 


You'll find it at www.beeb.com 


THE BBC - YOUR ONLINE GUIDE 
As we move into the 21st century, the ability to 
navigate and explore the Internet will become 


increasingly important. The BBC is committed to - 


helping you make the most of its enormous potential. 





The BBC aims to be your home on the Internet: 
the place where you start and finish your journey of 
discovery. We'll do everything we can to make your 
voyage round the Internet as easy and rewarding 


as possible. 


The BBC is launching some useful tools in 1998 to 
help you find your way around the Internet from 
the BBC site. These will include links to sites 
recommended by our users, and a step-by-step 


guide for new Internet users. 


Digital Services, BBC Engineering Information, Villiers House, 
The Broadway, Ealing, London W5 2PA. 


www.bbc.co.uk © BBC 1998. G2 














The digital broadcasting revolution is now under way. 
Who knows when it may end. Radio, television and 
personal computers could converge and you may be able 
to watch television on your computer or use your 
television to access the Internet.The potential of digital 
technology is enormous, and is growing and changing all 
the time. That's why the BBC is deeply involved in every 
digital development, making sure it is available for 


everyone’ benefit. 


Here are just a few of the developments you can expect 


in the near future: 


Integrated sets will have a built-in digital decoder, so you 
can enjoy digital broadcasting without having to buy a 


separate set top box. 





Digital television will make increasing amounts of 
interactivity possible. Initially, we'll be able to offer an 
enhanced text broadcasting service. Soon you'll be able 
to respond to what's happening on screen - including 
voting, polling or even playing along with quiz shows. 
The web may also be accessible via certain set top 
boxes - in the same way as computers currently access 


the Internet. 
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Express train collision leaves six dead 


- Six people have been killed 
and 170 injured aftera _ 
100mph express hit an 

empty goods train in West 
London. — 


. Police said the packed 1030 
- service from Swansea 
-collided with the 
— slow-moving train as it 
. crossed the main line into 


ne зе ita 
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DIGITAL. 
A POWERFUL FORCE 
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THE FUTURE 





ELECTRONIC PROGRAMME GUIDES 

Electronic programme guides act as an on-screen 
version of the Radio Times so that you can find out 
what's on when. But that’s not all. They also help you 
locate the type of programme you want to watch 

. without having to check the dozens of channels digital 


broadcasting will offer you. 


RADIOS WITH SCREENS 

Radios could incorporate screens showing information 
and images relating to the programme youre listening to. 
With the radio of the future you can choose to view as 
well as listen. For example, you might see a still frame from 
the video of the band you are listening to or a live image 


from the studio itself! 


A radio for the future? 






TAILORING THE INTERNET TO SUIT YOU 


The Internet is growing so fast that attempts to predict 
its future are quickly out of date. However, we can be 
certain of one thing: as content expands, the need for a 


clear guide becomes more and more important. 


That's why we are committed to helping you navigate 
your way around the Internet, and to reflecting your 


interests on our sites, via our links and in our communities. 


TELEVISION, COMPUTER AND RADIO 

ROLLED INTO ONE? 

For the time being television sets, personal computers 
and radio sets will co-exist. However, the natural 


progression of technology may bring them together in 


- some way. Who knows, maybe one day you'll be able to 


access these digital services via a personal computer or 


digital television. 








Digital technology has changed all our perceptions so 
radically that it’s impossible to know exactly what's 
around the corner. But we do know that the future of 
broadcasting has never looked more exciting and the 


opportunities have never seemed so great. 


The BBC will continue to do what it has always done 
best - make programmes of high quality, reflecting a 
diverse range of tastes and interests, so that the 
content of the new channels and services realises the 


full potential of the new technologies. 


The BBC’s new services will supplement, not replace, its 
current range of television and radio services. So if you 
keep your existing television and radio you will continue 
to receive the BBC's present range of national, regional 
and local television, and radio programmes. This means 
that the licence fee will continue to represent good 
value-for-money in the future, as it does today - even for 
those who decide against buying or renting any new 
digital equipment. For those who do get new digital 


receivers, the licence fee will become even better value. 
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